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A re-union of the members of the First Constitutional Convention 
was held in the Library Room of the Capital, on the evening of the 14th 
inst., in accordance with previous notice. ; 

Gen. Wx. R. Surra ‘called the meeting to order, and upon his mo- 
tion, Hon. S. W. BEALL, Lieut. Governor, was mantnonely elected 
Chairman. 

Mr. Bratt, having been conducted to the Chair, said—TI had no idea, 
gentlemen, when I saw the notice to-day, that so many of my old.com- 
rades had come up to the Capital to take one another by the hand and to 
talk of by-gone scenes and struggles in which all were active participa: 
tors; and I assure you that the distinction of presiding over this meeting, 
I acknowledge with most grateful sensibility. 

Thad held offices of trust and profit from the President of the United 
States, but my election to the Old Constitutional Convention was the 
first instance in which I was called to serve any constituency of Wiscon- 
sin—and this, I suppose, is one reason of the warm and endearing attach- 
met I continue to feel for every member of that body. But, in saying 
this, I will add, that the principles which obtained in that Convention— 
its men and its measures—are the true sources of the, attachment, which, 
has furnished mè with most delightful memories of the past. 

It is not for me, nor will I, draw contrasts and comparisons between 
the two Constitutional Conventions of our State—1I was a member of both, 
and I shall not detract the tithe of a hair from the legitimate political and 
intellectual standing of the last; but this I will say, that whatever of ori- 
ginal progressive and democratic merit is contained in the second may be 
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found in the first—while our labors were there instrnetion ; our dificul- 
ties their warning. 

The Old Convention, gentlemen, was composed of one hundred and 
twenty-three members; the population of Wisconsin, I believe, about 
150,000, and I challenge the State, in its pride of maturity and advance- 
ment, to send up to the Capitol a representation of greater, if equal, intel 
lectual vigor. „Do you remember the humor and eloquence alternately 
irresistible and convincing which distinguished every day’s debate? Have 
you forgotten RYAN, BURNETT, Strona, : my venerable friend before me, 
(Gen. Smrrm,) and a host of others, whose babitual offices were, to serve 
us with intellectual feasts? And will you ever forget the delightful per- 
sonal associations and pledges of constaricy and faith which distinguished 
our intercourse ? 

For myself, I thank God that a good memory is one of the few endow- 
ments he has youchsafed to me, on whieh I have inscribed the name, the 
personal exeellencies—aye, the very lineaments of face of every member 
of that body, and I shall always hold the possession my. richest treasure. 

‘ Gentlemen, many of us are here, and most, I believe, are living and 
happy, while Death! the mexoyble ! has served his summons upon a few 
—and it is gratifying to know that they obeyed as men who. haying lived 
. honorably, were prepared to die nobly. All honor te our fallen com- 
rades! 

I trust committees of correspondence will be apilotited, and measures 
taken at this meeting to perpetuate, during our existence and that of the 
State, an honorable memory of the OLD CONVENTION. 

Messrs. L. F. KeLLoca and Tuomas McHuan, the Seeretaries of the 
Old Convention, and D. N. Jonsson, Chirographer, were pon te 
the same capacity in this meeting. 

The original Constitution, containing the signatures of the mawhiti, 
was produced, and on the roll being ealled by the Seoretary, the following 
members answered to their names : 


8. W. Brat, Rurus Parxs, 

Peter H, TURNER, l Francis HUEBSOHMANN, ` 
Grorcx Hrer, SrEpHEN O, BENNET, 
Wirus R. Surg, C. J. KERN, 

S. T. CLOTHIER, Josern KINNEY, JR, 
Parricx Rogan, Asa Kinney, . 

Warren CHASE, Moses M. Srrone, 


“Jons Y. Sann. 
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Mr. Srroxa was called to appear before a Committee of the Legisla 
tyre, as coungel on a contested seat, and was not able to paran pate in the 
proceedings. 

The following members being called for, severally addressed the meat 
ing as follows: 

. Gen. Wu. R, Smiru said —The reasons which induced the call on the 
Members of the Convention of 1846, who are now at the seat of govern- 
ment, to meet this evening, may not be apparent to all of us, although I 
doubt not, when named, our feelings on the subject will be congenial-m 
harmonions—reciprocal. If I have correctly understood those reasons, 

“they find their birth in the desire that Members of the Convention of 1846 
should once more take each other by the band—renew their former bond 
of friendly feelings towards each other—mourn together over the reflec- 
tion that some of our colleagues have forever left us—and in the kind 
spirit which actuated all our proceedings when in convention, seek to per- 
petuatè our friendship by an annual meeting of the surviving members at 
the seat of government. I am not now prepared to offer any resolutions 
on this subject, but such suggestions as present themselves to my ming, 
at this moment, embody the matters which I have stated ; that is, that we 

` should organize ourselves as a friendly association to meet here annually, 

. during the session of the legislature—that we should now adopt a set of 

resolutions, expressive of our grief for our departed colleagues—and our 
fervent desire that our future intercourse shall remain with the friendsbip 
ef former days, undiminished, until we also shall be separated from our 
survivors. 

I feel that “ it is good to be here ;” I doubt not that we all have a 
feeling, and I trust that when such resolutions as I have mentioned, ara 
proposed, they will be. cheerfully adopted. Perhaps another reason for 
our annual meeting may find its weight in some of our minds—as mem- 
bers of the first Territorial Convention to form a State Constitution, we. 
broke ground on propositions which are now carried into effect, and are 
properly classed among the. cauges of the high political standing of Wis- 

_ consin among the sisters of the Union. We were, by some, considered, 
+ ag political revolutioniste—by others, as progressives. In the doctrines 
of progressiveness, or whatever tended to advance the condition. af man,. 
socially, morally and politically, I found, myself supported, by a worthy, 
band of colleagues—may we not, then, be well, anthorized to meat here 
during the session of the. legislature, not in any degres to he conmdgrad., 
an watchful guardians, or ag assuming advisers of the. Young Demenmaey,. 

` but metely to look on, and ascertain. whather.in.the progress of yearn, tbe 
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old land-marks of the great political doorines: which we have cherished 
and advocated; ate -adhered to, infringed on, or perhaps obliterated—to 
see whether or not, in this age of progr ession, tbe broad platform of the 
Constitution and of Democracy, has not been narrowed, or perhaps aban- 
doned for lesser platforms, and too many of them to stand on at one time. 
At all events, it will certainly “ be good for some to be here” to watch 
the old land-marks, perchance“to guard them, However, in that good 
spirit of friendly feeling which I am sure fills all our bosoms, let us seek 
to make it endure for all good purposes by our associating for an annual 
meeting. 

Mr, Cuase said—No incident of my life has been more agreeable than 
the meeting this evening with those who were associated with me in the 
First Constitutional Convention of Wisconsin. No political association of 
my life has ever wound so many friendly feelings around my beart as that 
Convention in which was my earliest connection with the polities of our 
adopted State. On every occasion when I meet a member of that body, 
my heart leaps with joy, as my hand extends to weleome him to my affec- 
tions—the greeting of a brother. Full well do T know that these feelings ' 
are not confined to me, but that they extend to those who now surround 
me, to those who surrounded me in that body—no political i issues in which 
some of us have often contended since that time has in the least impaired 
in my bosom, those stronger emotions and more sacred ties of -social life. 
It is with a hope ‘affording one of the highest prospects of my life, that I 
look forward to our future meetings, which I trast may be many, "where 
we can perpetuate and encourage those noblest feelings of our nature and 
-~ where we may mutually regret “the absence of those who have already, 
dnd those who must from time to time drop away, not only from our meet- 
ings but from this sphere of our existence ; never more to greet us here, 
but I trust only to precede us to a sphere. where our meetings shall be 
“enewed-with more enduring and exalted pleasure, ` “Tt affords me great 
pleasure to find a unanimous expression here this evening (which I know 
agrees with many who are not here) in favor of such steps as will-render 
our organization permanent and our, meetings regular and annual, 

Although the Constitution which we prepared at that session and pre- 
sented to the people of the Territory, was rejected, yet no association of . 
men has more occasion to rejoice than ourselves, over the almost complete 
triumph of the progressive, radical and truly democratic principles embo- 
died for the first time in our State, and perhaps I may say in any State 
or nation, in that instrument—many of the new principles of the défeated 
Constitution were embodied in the succeeding and successful. one, and 
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' still more have since been adopted and incorporated in-the statutes of our 
State, and in the hearts of the people, until ours has become almost a 
complete triumph. No backward step in political economy and progress 
since the defeat of that Constitution, has marred the fair escuteheon of ont 
State’s history, and I trust it never will while the traly democratic spirit 
pre-eminently manifest in that bouy, shall be active in various localities in 
-moulding the’ political character of the succeeding generation. When 
viewing the political condition of our state, foremost as she is in this glo- 
.rious confederacy of democracies, I turn to that first convention as the 
body which gathered and concentrated new and truly democratic principles 
in its organic form and then dispersing to all parts of the state, scattered 
the’ goed and nurtured the germs -until they bave become rooted in the 
affections of the people. too deeply ever to he torn up by aristocracy, còn- 
servatism or superstition. 
` Mr. Bennett said—lIt.is with feelings of pleasure and happiness that 
I meet so many members here’ this evening, of the First. Constitutional 
Convention. I often look back to the period of the session of that Con- 
vention, and always with the most pleasurable emotions; and'I haye never 
met with any member of that Convention, since its adjournment, without 
feeling as though I had taken a friend and brother, by the hand... Notwith- 
standing the voice of. the.people was against its adoption, it is a source of 
great:satisfaction to me, and I think to us all, to know that the same pec 
ple, bhave'since ratified and adopted all its main features by legislative 
action.. I hope we may be all spared to meetshere annually, for many 
years to come, to congratulate each other,- together with other members 
of the Convention. i 
Mr. Kran said—Abler men have spoken before me of. the’ us senti- 
ménts of friendship which they entertain ag.members of the First Consti- 
tutional: Convention towards all those who were called upon to he’-meni- 
bers of. ihe same body with them. I can most sincerely assure you that 
I have always entertained the same feelings, and that in every instance it 
was a great pleasure to me, to meet one of them. . 
T regret very much, that at the time of our session, it was my misfor- 
tune to be in ill health most of the time, and for this reason, could not 
participate in your labors as much as I wanted. to. But`I believe that 
whenever I cast my vote, I did it in the true progressive Democratic spirit. 
In conclusion, Gentlemen, let me say that whenever Divine Providence 
shall permit us to meet heré again, I hope that we will mèet with the 
same spirit of friendship which has heen so.openly manifested this evening. 
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Mr. HEonsoHmann said—-The impressions made upon my mind dutiag 
the First Constitutional Convention were deep, and the connectiona form- 
ed, lasting. It was then the first time that I had acted in the capacity of 
a legislator. F have since that time participated with a conkiderable degree 
of warmth, ia the campaigns that have occurrred, but their recollection 
has to some extent died away, while the scenes of the First Constitutional 
Convention, and the constitutional campaign are yet frésh in my mind and 

-will never be obliterated. “Whenever I meet members of that Convention, 
I feel as if I moot brethren ; and the feelings of friendship se¢m to bind 
us with the same strength as ever. 

T hope that an organization will be formed and annual meetings had, 
where we may exchange congratulations on the success of those ma 
advanced by the First Constitutional Convention. 

Mr. Kinner said—T cannot but congratulate myself in being so happily 
circumstanced this evening, as to be surrounded by so many of my brother 
associates of the Constitutional Convention of "46. I meet them, sir,’ 
with the kindest of feelings. “That was my first entrance into pitblic life. 
Since that time it has been my fortune frequently to meet in the public 
bodies of this State. As members we come and go, and -we often meet 
again with feelings of pleasure. But, sir, when I meet. one of the ment- 
bers af that Old Convention, (as I often.do,) there is a different feeling, 
running out of my affections after'him, a nearness of feeling that I have 
for no other of my associates in ‘life. I respect and esteem all. Mr. 
President, I fully concur'in the suggestion to perpetuate these friendly 
feelings, by an association which will bring. ts together annually. 

Mr. Hyer remarked, that he.could add but little to the remark al 
ready elicited, further than to.express his hearty codourtence ir the senti- 
ments advanced, and in the objects of the meeting. The seat he oceupied 
in the Convention was the first with. which he‘had‘been honored sa a rep- 
yesontative in any legislative body, and the liberal sentiments and’ princi 
ples ihera advanced are of a-nature to.determine and influence.his subsd- 
quent political action. The principles incorporated in the First Constè 
betion: are in accordance with the progressive spirit of democracy, and fho’ 
ejected for the time, through the influence. of timé-servets and placé-sosk; 
ors, the principles embraced in that instrament are never defeated, and 
wa fad in the labors ef the-Secoud:Convention, and in the statute books 
of our state, an appropriation and endorsement of every important principle 
for which the majority of the First Convention contended. The gentl 
men who composed that body were in their sentiments and ceniuct, libe-. 
ral, frank and courteous; and sueh was the character of their association, 
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that ffom the hour of adjournment to the present, (and may it ever cop 
tinue s0,) but one feeting has pervaded the hearts of members—and that 
ef good will. It has been niy good fortune, in the business of life, to 
meet with many of my associates in that convention, and each meeting has 
been of lively gratification. Of my colleagues from Jefferson county, 
three are present ; and were they all, ke was confident the pleasure of such 
a meeting as this would be heartily participated in by them; and he 
trusted that such an organization would be effected as to ensure an annual 
meeting of our old associates, that cangratulations may pass between the 
living, and that words of affection may be expressed for the memories of 
those whose departure from time is chronicled with each departed year. 

Before taking his seat, he desired to call to the floor one who defended 
our labors,at that time, and who kas since stood by the principles of the 
rejected. Constitution, until they have become the accepted of the people. 
He alluded te Barran Brown, the printer to that Convention. 

Mr. Brown returned thanks for the flattering terms in which he had 
been. alluded to, but declined making a speech. He had defended the 
Constitution and its framers through the medium of his paper, and to that 
medium ke preferred to confine his present and future efforts in the cause 
of radical democracy—the distinguishing feature and cohesive principle 
of tke Old Convention. 

Mr, Josren Kixxey, jun. said—I had the honor of being associated 
with the members of that Convention, and I assure you, gentlemen, that 
the recollection of the associations and acquaintances then formed; are 
anong the niost happy recolleetions of my life, and will be the last to ke 
forgotten ; 'and I heartily concur in the views and feeling expressed ‘by 
thase, gentlemen who have preceded me, and should be happy to see an 
organization consummated, which should provide for the annual inter- 
changing of friendly salutations, and perpetaate the pleasing memories of 
the past. a 

Mr. P. H. Torner said —It is with feelings of very great pleasure that 
-I avail myself of this oetasion of meeting together with so goodly a num- 
ber of my assosiates of the First Constitutional Convention. My labors 
on the socasion of that Convention, were the first of a general political 
character in which I had had the honor of engaging; and although my 
assoviations with yeu were broken in upon by sickness, (as was the case 
with my friend Mr. Keex, who has just preceded me, ) yet the time which 
I had the honor of associating with you, is reckoned among the most pleas- 
wntile of.any political life; and what adds, if possible, to my pleasure on 
this @ension, is the fact, that I seq’ present, three of my colleagues 
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(Messrs. Hyer, Rogan and Clothier,) all members of the present legisla- 
ture., T have often Leen privileged with meeting and exchanging saluta- 
tious and congratulations with my convention associates’; and I assure 
you, Mr. Chairman, and Gentlemen, that whenever this is the case, L ant 
controlled by a strong fraternal feeling, such as no other occasion has in- 
spired me with. Since the meeting of our Convention, I bave been twice 
chosen by my follow-citizens of Jefferson county to represent them at this 
capital—and although the instrument formed at that time, to which I gave 
my most hearty support, was rejected, yet T flatter myself, that mainly on 
aceount of my warm advocacy of the principles contained in that instru» 
ment, have E thus been honored by. my follow citizens; and ou cach of 
these occasions, I am gratified to say, I have had the pleasure of being 
connected with a goodiy number of my convention associates. During 
the time my health permitted my attendance on the labors of the Conven» 
tion, there were matters of minor importance adopted, in which I could 
not, at the time, cordially concur-—did I say matters of minor importance ? 
I bay now acknowledge that thére was one provision of major importanes 
to which I could not subscribe at the time, to wit: our glorious ezomp- 
tion-—but I assure you, Mr, Chairman atid Gentlemen, that much time 
after the clobe of our labors did not Glapse, ere I did battle, to the utmost 
of my poor ability, for that glorious provision; and although that provi- 
Bion, with the instrument embodying it, equally moritorious in all its parts, 
was doomed to defeat, yet I am proud that E have been privileged with 
the honor of lending my aid, in engrafting upon the statutes of our state, 
the’ exemption, in a form more gratifying to my feclings, than that con- 
tained in the First Constitution, as well as many other of the righteous 
provisions of that instrument. In eonolusion, Mr. Chairman, I would 
‘say, that I most cordially approve of an organization of the members of 
“the First Constitutional Convention, and trust, that a goodly number of 
them may long be permitted to assemble annually at our capital, wa tr 
hangs friendty greetings and congratulations. 

Mr. CLoTRIER said—It is with pleasure F arise to respond te the me 
felt gratification expressed by the members of this meeting, at seeing ab 
many of the- members of the First Constitutional ‘Convention. It. is 
gratifying to me indeed, to recall ta mind, associations connected with that 
Convyention-~and it seems appropriate, that its surviving members should 
‘perpetuate the friendly feelings and attachments that were crested by a 
long and arduous ‘session, by meeting annually, at the Capitol ak: tbe 
State, for tle purpose of friendly. greetings. Gentlemèn of the paan- 
tion may long perpetuate the fraternal feeling that exists by the oige 
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tion here commenced—and while we hear the namés of our fellows called ` 
and checked, for the last timè, may it admonish us, of our frailty, that 

we too shall soon go to our long homes; and while a feeling of melan- . 
choly apay overshadow us at times, it will cement us still òt ae in the >. 
„tics that bind us. 

Mr, Rogan said—It is not necessary for me to state that I am unit 
éusiomed to public speaking ; but evd it T were, I would hesitate long 
before I would attempt to add, in words, one iota to what has already 
been so ably said by those who bave preceded me; and I will only add' 
that I cordially approve-of the object of our nesting, -and with all the 
warmth of feeling which present circumstances and fionige associations are: 
so well ¢hlculated to inspire, T congratulate inyself—I congratulate you— “ 
on the occasion that has brought so many of us together; and I trust, 
gentlemen, that you, and each of you, niay be long spared to perpétuate 
the annual convocation of the monte 0f the ae Constitutional Con- 
Vention. 

Mr. Pags said, that it was wall known to en present that he 
had disagreed with the most of them upon the result of their labors, but 
he bégzed to assure them that his opinions upon that subject had detracted 
nothing from the kindly feeling which he entertained towards every mem- 
kat of that Convention. He approved entirely of the arfangoniente pro- 
posed- for re-union, and hoped. for frequent opportunities of exchanginig 
friendly greetings with those among whom ke had spent some of the mest 
pleasant and profitable hours of ‘his life. 

Mr. Jous Y. Surra—Came in at 4 late hour, and did not at first un- 
derstand the object of this meeting ; but as he now understood it, ke most 
cordially approved’ of the plan to keep up the friendly ititercouyee whioh- 
had been established in the Old Gonventién. It had beei-his fortuhe to 
disapprove of some of the’ details of the Old Coustitution, and it was his 
manner to speak as he thought; this had given some the impressidn, that- 
he did not cordially support ‘that instrument. He assuréd gentlemen that, 
asa'whole, ké regarded that. Constitution as the best ever offerdd: to the 
acceptance of any people ; atid that it kad his best endeavors for its adope 
tion-—bad it bé6ri adopted, Wisconsin, ti her govenvent, would baad 
sented a model to the older States, . 

Ov mdtion-of Mr. Waspun Citase, d dèmattès éf tikes wae appolinba 
to draft resolutions concerning the death of the daceudetl wietlbars òf chat 
Convention. l 


Committee appointed :—Messrs. W. Cruse, W. R. Surre and J. Y. 
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Ou motion of Mr. Asa KInnay—-Mesars, Kannur, Tenses and Bew- 
NEIT were appointed a eommittea to draft resolutions for the permanent. 
association of this body. 

` Mr, Kinser hoped that the meeting would give a unanimous approval 
to the motion he was abont to make, which was, that the mombers of the, 
Last Convention be invited to participate with us at our adjourned meeting. 

Mr. Girronn, a member of the Second Convention said he was invited 
to attend the meeting by some of his friends present. He was exceedingly 
gratified to see the good fecling cbaraeterising the meeting, and also to see 
some members here, who were associated with him in the Last Convention. 
A feeling was there engendered in his bosom whieh ean never be eradi- 
cated, It seems as if we were all of one family, whether belonging to 
the old or new Convention, and I hope that the wishes of the members for 
a permanent organization may be carried out: 

GENERAL Smren said—I am opposed te the motion of my colleague 
from Marquette, as his proposition would destroy the very object of our 
association. However much we may respect our fellow citizens, members 
of the Second Convention, yet we desire to meet as if we were old reve- 
lutionary soldiers, although long since retired from service, and not seek- 
ing again to enter service “with newly raised troops. 

Tare PRESIDENT remarked that the members of the First Convention 
had an affection for those of the Second, but it was of that kind which 
parents have for their children. 

Mr. Kinney withdrew his motion. 

. The Seeretariés being called upon to address the meeting, Mr. Krutoeo, 
the Chief Secretary of the Convention, addressed the meeting in a happy 
and appropriate manner. ` 

Mr. MeHvueu declining, as a strict adherent of parliamentary roles, 
which prohibited the Secretary from participating in the deliberations of 
the body of which he was the Secretary. 

Tur Present presented the following list of the members of the Con- 
vention: who have died :—Messrs. BURNETT, Macone, Brace, Bevans, 

J. M. Bascocn, INMAN, GILMORE and Berry. 

The Constitution was then signed by Mesers. P, H. TURNeRand Kran, 
who were both ill at the ddjourainent of the Convention. 

` On motion of Mr. Tunngr, the meeting adjourned to ‘Saturday even- 
ing, at 7 o’élock at the Library Room. - 
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: ` JANUARY 18th. l 

The adjourned meeting of the Members of the First Constitutional 

Convention was held in the Library Room, and the following «members, 
who were not present at the first, answered to their names : 


STODDARD Jupp, “GroreE B. Smrru, 
Henry S. Barnp, ANDREW E. ELMORE, 
Danret M. PARKINSON, Wa. M. Dennis, 

A. W. RANDALL, Hiram BARBER. 


The following resolutions`were reported by the committee appointed at 
the former meeting for that purpose : 


Resolved, That we hold in grateful remembrance the names of our de- 


ceased associates—Tnomas P. Burnert, James Macon P. A. R. Brace, 
Jous M. Bazcock, Lorenzo Bavans, ISRAEL INMAN, JAMES GiLMonr, 
and Winuram Berre—and while we drop the tear of sorrow for their 
early death, we extend to their families, their relatives and friends, the 


kindest sympathies of our hearts, and assure them that their memories are 


embalmed in our affections. 


Resolved, That we regret the absence of several of our members, whe 
have removed from our State, and we extend to them our best wishes for, 


. their prosperity and happiness in their new homes, trusting they will carry 


with them the principles of reform and progress which so distinctly marked 
the character of our Convention. 

Resolved, That the First Constitutional Convention of Wisconsin has 
been eminently successful in having most of the radical, pregressive and 
truly democratic principles, for the first time introduced by that conven- 
tion into the politics of the State, since adopted in the present Constitution 


and laws of our State, and irrevocably established in the hearts ef our 


ople. 
the committee appointed to report a plan of organization, made their 
report, but action upon it was postpened until the next meeting. 
Pending their adoption, 
Mr. Barry said—TI had not the pleasure of being present at the first 
call of the Members of the “Constitational Convention” of 1846 on Tuet- 
day evening. If affords me sincere pleasure to meet once more so many 


of my associates of that body—men who fought the first political battle. 


in calling into existence a powerful state. 
Mr. President, that Convention consisted’ of 125 members, and contain 
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ed men of all political parties. (There were. Whigs and Democrats—and 

even these originated new creeds and new parties—various epithets were 
bestowed upon the several divisions of the Democratic members. There 
were the Hards aid the Softs—the Old Hunkers, thé Young Democracy 
and the Zads. Tho member's were from all parts of the Union—and 
among so large a body, thus constituted, it could not be otherwise than 
that a great diversity of opinion should exist. This Convention was 
called together fur high and importaut purposes—no less than the forma- 
tion of an instrument for the government of a great and growing state— 
an instrument upon which depended the future prosperity and happiness 
of the people. In that Convention new doctrines were introduced and 
advocated ; and that body went far beyond any which preceded it, in the 
adoption of radical changes in the politieul and social rights of commu- 
nity. It is not for me, nor is this a proper time, to discuss the merits or 
demerits of these Several propositions. Zeme and experience can alone 
test them. But, sir, whatever diversity of opinion may have existed be- 
tween the members of the “ Old Convention,” there can be no doubt but’ 
that they were honest differences, and’ such as were induced by a desire to 
promote the general good of the people. I believe that all were deeply 
impressed with the responsibility of the duty imposed upon them, abd all’ 
labored for the same ohject—the welfare and happiness of the people ;— 

the protection of the rights and liberties of all. All were undoubtedly ac- 
tuated by these feelings and motives; they only differed in the mode and. 
manner of securing and aa them. With no desire +s arrogafe 
to myself any share of the praise, I think T may safely say bat the Old’ 
Convention was a talented and highly respectable body. I believe that 
more talent has seldom been combined in bodies of like number. In this 
respect, it will lose nothing in a comparison with the Second Convention ; 
and there is this difference between the two, that whatever new feature 
may have been adopted by the Second, and incorporated into the Consti- 
tution which was finally ratified hy the people, originated not with the 
Last, but with the First Convention. The Old Convention acted as the 
pioneer of the New. It opened the way—it pointed out the path—it 
framed for its successor a model to build and improve upon. It per 
formed the labor, and left for its successor the easy task of modifying the 
exceptionable parts of the old. Whether such was the result, is a ques- 
tion upon which there í IS a great diversity of opinion- For my own part, 

Ý think the firet full as good'as the last, and with one exception, much 
Petter. Neither received my approbation nor-my vote. Time will tel 
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whether either, and which, was best calculated to secure the wvifan: and 
happiness of the people. 

Mr. President, it is well known that I have always acter viis Whig 
party. On that occasion, rhe members of that party were few. For the 
most yart, they went together upon all important questions; in many, they 
differed from the majority of the Convention ; but sir, though overruled 
in these, their motives were no less pure---their intentions no less patriotic. 
For myself, I left, as is well known, before the adjournment, and declined - 
signing or voting for the Constitution, for reasons which I could not gon- 
scientiously forego, For this course, I have no regrets for the past—~ 
If called upon zow, I would pursue the same course. But while thus 
-differing from my democratic friends, on political grounds, the difference, 
I trust, extends no farther. 1 most cordially and heartily greet one anti 
all, and extend to each the hand of fellowship and brotherhood. W's have 
fought the fight and they have gained the victory. Although asperitien 
and bickerings were frequently felt-—zlthough passion for a time may hare 
had its sway during the stormy debate—yet I'trust that bas all pzessd 
and lies buried in oblivion. All men are subject to human passions: ‘awt 
frailties—nryself, perhaps, as much so as any—but I lay up neither dated 
ar malice. If any thing of ssnerity oecurred between myself and otlivis 
at that exciting time, it ‘is long since forgotten. I wish to treasure up all 
that was pleasant and agrecable in my intercourse with that body of meu 
whom I highly rospèoi, the Old Constitutional Convention,’ “and dis- 
miss from mind and memory all that was disagreeable. 

In conclusion, Í would remark, that I highly approve of the objects of 
this meeting, and it will afford me great pleasure as frequently as cizaum- 
stances permit to meet with and greet my old friends and associates of 1848. 

Mr. Gro, B., Surra said—lt affords me a pevuliar. pleasure ta ase sa 
many that wore Members of the First Constitutional Convention assembled 
here on this occasion, aud to witness the good feeling and -harmony of 
opinion which so distinctly marks their intercourse with one another; gad 
I am pleased at the prospect of an annual recurrence of similar menn 
for'I am assured they will be gratifying to us all. 

Four years ago we met here as strangers—representatives of omr. mas- 
pettire gourities—to frame a Constitution for the State of Wiseonsin; mat 
without knowing each other’s views or plans, we proceeded right ou wlth 
the work we bad been sent ta do; and if, under these circumstances, “we 
should have differed and differed widely, it is nothing surprising, səh. 
member kad the boldness to express his opinions, and the firmnes ta ad- 
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had little to do with our action, and compromise never had so few advor 
cates in any deliberative hody of its size. 

Each man scemed thoroughly impregnated with the spirit of indepen- 
dence, and fully determined to leave an impression of himself in: the Con; 
stitution. But there was not rdom for us all, and we soon found it out, 
and shaped our course accordingly. But we made a Constitution, sir, of 
which, I think, we may be justly proud. In all of its provisions, it eould 
not please all, but all might be pleased with it as a whole. That Consti- 
tution, asyou know, was submitted to the people and rejected, for which, 
I doubt not, the people of this State are now as sorry as most of us.— 
Certain it is, that nearly or quite all of what was at that time deemed the 
objectionable features, have since been solemnly ratified by the same peo- 
‘ple who rejected the Constitution. It is true that a few of the members 
of that-Convention opposed its adoption, one of whom is my honorable. 
friénd-who has just spoken (Mr. Barrp,) but he has told us this evening, 
in an able and eloquent speech, that he prefers the old Constitution to 
the one we now have, and that if they were. both submitted together, ba, 
tuslievex the old one would be adopted by a large majority. Other mem- 
bers who opposed it have said the same thing here and elsewhere. Sir, 
the firat Constitution, however objectionable it might have been, had the 
requisites of a Constitution, but the second one is a mere permit.to the 
Legislature to do aa it pleases. 

In speaking thus of the second Constitution, Mr. President, I bog of 
you and my friend Dr. Jupp not to take offence, and I know you will not 
ahem I assure you that to you I attribute all the good that found its way | 
into that instrument, or Constitution, as I will call it because it is calles 
hy that name. 

Heie, too, in his seat, Mr. President, is our accomplished Clerk, (L. F, 
XKerLoaa,) and his obliging assistant, (Hon. Tuos. McHvar.) Both 
of these gentlemen were chosen as Clerks of the Second Convention, but 
like us, their preference is for the firat Constitution. And there, too, sits 
our Printer, (Berran Brown.) All will remember the strife we had to 
do him the honor to permit him to do our printing, and well and faithfully 
did he perform hie duty; and I assure you, sir, that he too is proud of 
the connection he held with us; and where is the friend of that Old Cos- 
stitution that is not proud of the support he gave it, with his ready pen, 
when the dogs of war were let loose on both the Constitution and the men 
who. made it? ' 

- I like, sir, to bring these old things te mind—for everything connected 
with those times possesses:an interest that no other event of my life cari” 
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call. up, and I doubt not the most of you feel as I feel, The.objects.of 
‘this mecting and the project for a permanent organization has my most 
hearty approval. 

Mr. Jupp said that notwithstanding the late hour of the evening, he 
could not refrain from expressing his extreme regret, that he had not been 
present at the first meeting of the members of the “First Constitutional 
Convention.” He bad read. their proceedings as published, in which he 
felt a deep interest, as he resognized the same exalted spirit, liberality òf 
sentiment, broad and'patriotic views, which bad so essentially character- 
ized that Convention. 

St had been his lot, in the course of a few years past, to have. been, upon 
several occasions, called upon by the people to represent them, viz threo 
times in the Assembly of the State of New York, and twice in Conventions 
to frame a Constitution for this State—in all of which it had been his 
pleasure as well as happiness to form many, very many friendly associ- 
ations, which nothing could efface or destroy, so long as his mind should 
«do its office, or reason should -hold her sway. Yet he must say—for it 
twas ,trie—that far above all others, were those which were established in 
the First Constitutional Convention. The members of that ‘Convention 
were, to him, like brothers, and the sympathy he felt towards them, was 
enduring, deep seated, and could not be effaced. 

At is true, sir, that the Constitution we then agreed upon, was rejected 
by the people—but our labor was not lost. You and I, Mr. President, ` 
know that the Second Convention which formed our present Constitution, 
Grew largely upon the old Constitution as a basis for the new. And 
whether they-improved upon it, .or fell short of it in many valuable ‘and 
important measures, remains,to be tested—nay, indeed Sir, two of the 
„most important and Progressive measures in the old Constitution, and 
- which were not inserted in the last one, have since been enacted into 
statute laws by the members. of the Legislature, coming directly from the 
people immediately after the adoption of the present Constitution. (He 
‘alluded to the “Freehold Exemption and the Married Woman's Rights.”?) 

He might say.more, much more, bnt other gentlemen were present, to 
whom he felt anxious to listen, „as he had no doubt others did also. But- 
„he must be „permitted to declare, that for himself, although, he had been 
“honored with a seat in the last Convention, and. consequently , aidéd in 
formirig -our present Constitytion, he had never for a moment regaidéd 
this first Congtitution, which we, with, others, formed and submitted - to 
“the people for theiradoptign, in ,a n other. light, than, as a whole, nfi- 

nite|n qaperir t to, the last one, and’ e. would tike this Lt this pesasion, to, «atik 
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the gentleman from Brown county (Mr. Barry) who has just told us, 
that he so regarded it, notwithstanding he had opposed its adoption.— 
Why, Sir, this i is but the every day expression of almost’ every man at all 
acquainted with the subject. . 
In conclusion, he would only say that he heartily conewrred in our pro- 
` posed organization, and would use his humble efforts to keep it up, so long 
as there should be a remnant of that body of men left—and he felt thank- 
ful that he was now permitted to be present—“it was good for us to be 
here.” He also rejoiced that so many wero present, and to be found 
among the living, while he regretted the departure of some of our mem- 
bers, to whom allusion had been made by other gentlemen, and for whose 
virtues he entertained an exalted opinion. Ie would-gay to the fnembers 
of the Old Convention, that in the Constitution which they had agreed 
upon, they had erected a monument of renown, which would remain for 
ages after we shall have “slept with our fathers.” 

Mr. Dantes M. PARKINSON said—lIt affords me much pleasure to meet 
go goodly a number af the pioneers who first set out in the enterprise of 
founding the organic act for the government of the State of Wisconsin.— 
It was my fortune to occupy a seat in that Convention, and to assist some- 
what in framing the first Constitution—and though public opinion was 
against its adoption, all agree that it possessed many features which were 
not only new in the science of government, but deserving of high com- 
mendation. The vote which I gave upon the question of adoption, was 
governed by the “Holcomb Boundary,”? to which I could not consent. 

In meeting again those of my fellow-colleagues who participated in the 
Convention of 1846, many pleasing reminiscences are brought to my mind. 
I have now been a resident of Wisconsin for upwards of 23 years -- occu- 
pied a seat in six of her Legislatures, and during that period have formed 
many pleasing associations which I shall ever cherish—but those bonds of 
fraternal feeling which originated in the First Constitutional Convention 
draw close to the heart—and I look back upon those stirring scenes with: 
feelings akin to veneration. I am satisfied that that Convention was ac- 

« tuated by pure motives—by a desire to frame the organic law of our State 
upon the solid principles of Republican Equality. That the general prin- 
ciples contained in that instrument were such as the people expected, no 
one will question—and its defeat ought not to be regarded in any other 
_light than as a repudiation of some of its details. 

Since the adjournment of that body, several of our number have been 
called to try the scenes of another world. “We shall none of us ever fpr- 
get the lamented Maconz, who died in the service of the United States, 
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and far from the State he loved—or Bevans, ór Buryerz, or BERRY.— 
Their names sound familiar in our ears, and their forms have not failed 
from our memory. Peace to their ashes. 

I must be permitted, gentlemen, to congratulate you upon the flourish- 
ing condition of our new State under its present Constitution. We are 
secure in the enjoyment of a goodly heritage—our rights efficiently pro- 
tected—and the fraternal union of the States our especial pride. 

In cenclusion, gentlemen, be pleased to accept my heartfelt wishes for 
your happiness, and for the happiness of those who are intimately connect- 
ed with you in the domestic concerns of life. I shall ever claim the honor 
of greeting you individually as friends, and hold myself in readiness to 
extend the hand of cordiality on all occasions. 

“The resolutions were adopted. 

The meeting then adjourned until Monday, next, at 4 o'clock, P, M, 


N ' Monpay, January 20. 

Messrs, Junrsiram Drage and Davin Nosene appeared in their geats. 

The following Report of the Committee appointed for that purpose was 
taken up and adopted : 

This organization shall be styled “The Association of the Surviving 
Members of the First Convention to form a Constitution for the State of 
Wisconsin.” 

Artec 1. “The object of this Association shall be to promote and 
perpetuate the fraternal feeling and regard for each other which has ever 
characterized the action of the Members of the First Constitutional Con- 
vention, to cherish and enliven our sympathies for the survivors, to con= 
dole with the bereaved, in ease of the death of any of said members, and 
generally to render those kind offices which shall be calculated to perpet- 
uate our friendship while living, and our memories when dead. 

ARTICLE 2. The officers of this Association shall be a President, one 
Vice President, and two Secretaries, one of which shall bé designated as 
Corresponding Secretary. 

ARTICLE 3. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at- the 
meatings of the Association when present, and in case of his absence, the 
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Vice President shall le and in ‘wade of the absence of the: Presidén? 
and Vice President, the members`présent shalt chose a présidinip! officek 
pro tempore. 5 

Anticre+t, It shall be, the duty of the T to keep a cérredt 
revord of the proceedings of the Association, and to record the same it a 
book to be kept for that purpose, in which this Constitution shall be 
corded, and the signatures as far as practicable of all the: members’ of siid 
Convention shall be appended. 9 

Akrrcnn 5. Tb shall be duty of the Cotresponding Secretary, imme! 
diately upon the organization of this Association, to communicate to each 
of the surviving members of said Convention (not present at this organi- 
zation) whose address is known or can be ascertained, notice of the forma? 
tion of this Association, embracing the objects of its formation, soliciting 
their co operation, and thereafter annually on the first Monday in Décéin- 
ber, it shall be his duty to transmit to each of said members a circular 
notifying them of the time of the annual meeting, and soliciting their at- 
tendance in person, or a communication from them in writing, | in case of 
inability to attend. And it shall bé tlié-duty of said Secretary to lay all 
communications by him reccived before the Association at their meeting 
next after the receipf thereof. 

Anricue 6. The officers of this Association shall be elected annually, 
and shall hold their offices respectively until their successors are elected 
and entér upon the discharge of their duties. 

Anrrrcue 7. The meetings of this Association shall be held dnnually 
at the capital of the state on the evening of the eighth day of the annual, 
session of the Legislature, af seven o’clock. 

Axticié 8. It shall be the duty of every member 6f this Association 
on changing his locality, to notify the Corresponding Secrétary- -of hia 
place of residence and Post Office addrèss, 

Akrròte 8. It shall be the duty of the Président. and Sectetdry to 
designate some one of the members of the An to deliver an kd» 
dress before cach annual meèting. ki 
ASA KINNEY; 

B. O: BENNETT, 
PETER H. TURNER, 
Committed, 


Mr. Bikon moved that wò procebd tò the election of officers by ballot. 
Carried. 
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For President, 


o William R. Smith received 11 votes. l 
Moses M. Strong =“ 3 
Henry S. Baird  “ | 


Gen. Wm. R. Smiru was declared duly elected. 
For Vice President, 
Warren Chase received -~ 5 votes. 


H. S. Baird sa Bo 4 
Moses M. Strong “ Je 
F. Heubschmann ‘* i itt 
D. M. Parkinson “ j’ 
D. Noggle ki lou 


There being no choice, thé Association poet to a second ballot, 
with the following resilt : ' 


Henry 8. Baird received 9 votes, 
Warren Cliasè 7: ` Bou 
Moses M. Stroag Sen : e a 


Henry S, Bann was declared duly elected. 

Thomas McHucr was elected Secretary, and ee TRETE KeELLoaa 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Tue PRESIDENT announced that he had consulted with Mr. McHucu, 
the Secretary, and they had selected Mr. Moses M. Srnone to deliver 
the First Anuual Address to the Association. 

The Secretary, upon motion of Mr. Strona, was appointed Treasurer, 
and a resolution was adopted requiring each member to pay to the Secre- 
tary fifty cents to defray the painting of circulars, books, &c. 

Mr. P. H. Turner moved that the Secretary be directed to procure a 
book fo record the proceedings and Constitution, and that all the surviving. 
meinbers sign the Constitution when recorded. Carried. 

The Association then adjourned until the next annual meeting, as fixed 
in the Constitution. 


#ddrose of the Prersident, 
Gas, WILLIAM R. SMITH, Mosxarat Pores, 
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